THE XXV MEETING OF THE LEADERSHIP OF REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATIONS
OF PROFESSIONAL (ACTIVE) SOLDIERS, RESERVISTS
AND MILITARY PENSIONERS OF THE VISEGRAD GROUP STATES

PIESTANY, SLOVAKIA, JUNE 09-11, 2025

Joint statement

We, representatives of the organizations: Svaz vojakii z povolani Armady Ceské republiky from the
Czech Republic, Honvéd Erdekképviseleti Szervezet from Hungary, Konwent Dziekanéw Korpusu Oficerow
Zawodowych from the Republic of Poland and Zviz vojakov Slovenskej republiky from the Slovak Republic,
met on June 09-11, 2025 in Piestany in the Slovak Republic.

We express our ongoing interest in continuing and deepening the traditional, mutually beneficial
cooperation of the military civil associations of the Visegrad Group countries.

The dynamic development of the security situation in Europe as a result of the ongoing military
conflict in Ukraine was manifested not only in the decisive areas of activity of the armed forces of the NATO
and EU countries. At the same time, this contributed to influencing the content and focus of the activities of
organizations representing professional soldiers, military pensioners and veterans in all countries of the
Visegrad Group. From this point of view, social care of the active duty soldiers and military pensioners
remains an important issue even now. It turns out that military associations and professional organizations of
the V4 countries can play an important role in society in this changed situation.

Similar to the emancipated civil society, positions originally intended for men have recently been
filled by women in the armed forces as well. When fulfilling official duties, the difference between the sexes
often disappears. However, the social context is not lost. The social roles of women in uniform - as mothers
and wives or partners on the one hand, and men - as fathers and husbands or partners on the other- are
irreplaceable. For this reason, the need for a deeper systemic approach to solving issues of gender equality
appears to be extremely important for ensuring the building and renewal of the necessary capabilities of the
armed forces, not only in the countries of the Visegrad Group.

From the presentations, from the exchange of opinions and experiences, it emerged that the
requirements of UN, NATO and the EU are basically implemented in the strategic documents for education
and training of the armed forces. However, measures to ensure their implementation are specifically
monitored and evaluated to varying degrees and taken with varying degrees of intensity.

The representatives of the organizations of professional soldiers, reservists and military pensioners
of the Visegrad Group countries agreed on the position that female soldiers should bear the same demands of
military service as male soldiers. On the other hand, it is important to ensure that women's military service
respects common values and principles, which include, among others, respect for individual dignity and the
suppression of inequality and discrimination.

Leadership of representative organizations of professional (active) soldiers, reservists and military
pensioners of the Visegrad Group countries, with regard to their role in the armed forces and the conclusions
of the XXVth meeting state:

Svaz vojakil z povolani Armady Ceské republiky, Honvéd Erdekképviseleti Szervezet, Konwent
Dziekanow Korpusu Oficerow Zawodowych and Zviz vojakov Slovenskej republiky are of the opinion that
the military profession requires special care regardless of gender. Military service is associated with self-
sacrifice, as well as with the restriction of some basic rights and freedoms. Therefore, it is very important to
ensure adequate conditions and benefits of service for all members of the armed forces.



The role of a protective umbrella for soldiers is fulfilled by an organization that focuses on their
service conditions and social situation. As representatives of soldiers, reservists and military pensioners, we
consider it our sacred duty to make all the necessary efforts to communicate with the competent state
authorities as well as our active involvement in preparation of relevant legislation so that these special needs
of soldiers, service pensioners and their family members are taken into account, regardless of gender.

This joint declaration was written in English language in four copies, one copy for each party signed
below.
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LTC (Res.) Roman DOBA WO Istvan BAZSIK
President of President of
Svaz vojaki z povolani Honvéd Erdekképviseleti Szervezet
Armady Ceské republiky
Represented by

Stépanka VICENIKOVA

Col. (Ret.) Peter MARCHEVKA Col. Krzysztof JEWGIEJUK
President of President of
Zvéz vojakov Konwent Dziekanow
Slovenskej republiky Korpusu Oficeréw Zawodowych

Slovakia, Piest’any, 10 June 2025



