THE XXIVI" MEETING OF THE LEADERSHIP OF REPRESENTATIVE
ORGANIZATIONS OF PROFESSIONAL (ACTIVE) SOLDIERS, RESERVISTS,
AND MILITARY PENSIONERS OF THE VISEGRAD GROUP STATES

JOINT STATEMENT

Representatives of Svaz vojaku z povolani Armady Ceské republiky of the
Czech Republic, Zvaz vojakov Slovenskej republiky of the Slovak Republic,
Konwent Dziekanoéw Korpusu Oficerow Zawodowych from the Republic of
Poland and Honvéd Erdekképviseleti Szervezet from Hungary met from the 22
to 23 October 2024 in Hungary on the XXIV!" meeting of Leadership of
Representative Organizations of Professional (active) Soldiers, Reservists and
Military Pensioners of Visegrad Group States.

The topic of the XXIVI" meeting, which took place in Budapest, was ,,NATO’s 75"
Anniversary - V4 countries more than two decades in NATO, experiences of
trade unions, associations”.

Bearing in mind their statute obligations, their role in the armed forces, and the
conclusions of their XXIV"" meeting, the Leadership of Representative
Organizations of Professional (active) Soldiers, Reservists, and Military
Pensioners of Visegrad Group Countries state as follows:

Regarding the 75" anniversary of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
and as all the Visegrad Group States have been in NATO for more than two
decades, the XXIV!" meeting is an opportunity to review and evaluate the past
two decades, the current situation and the foreseeable future of the Armed
Forces personnel.

The Armed Forces of the Visegrad Group States have developed for decades.
This development is accelerating because of the dramatic changes in the
security environment in Europe and in other regions.

We unanimously agree that threats concerning Central European countries,
such as the Russo-Ukrainian conflict, the unstable situation in the Middle East,
and the migration crises, demand increased engagement and preparedness of
the Armed Forces, which will affect their future structures.



But, despite the circumstances, we believe that the men and women in uniform
are the ones who make all these changes and developments a reality, so it is
crucial to provide them with appropriate working conditions, social conditions,
and fundamental rights and freedoms. Moreover, this can increase not only the
Armed Forces' capability but also foster national recruitment and retention
campaigns.

Thus, in the spirit of solidarity and our common goals, the Representative
Organizations of Soldiers of the Visegrad Group States reaffirm their
commitment to defending the rights, dignity, and well-being of military
personnel, which are more crucial now than ever.

In our opinion, every professional (active) soldier, reservist, and military
pensioner in Central Europe must be convinced of a strong representation
that protects his rights.

Representative Organizations of Soldiers have a significant role in
informing the stakeholders about the identified difficulties regarding
soldiers' rights and the level of service conditions and in making
proposals by collecting good practices within this cooperation.

Furthermore, Representative Organizations of Soldiers also give the
proper and complete image of service by denying fake news about
unfavorable changes.

At this memorable site of the signing of the original Visegrad Cooperation
in 1991, we would like to reaffirm our commitment to our relationship and
cooperation to promote each other's military representation efforts.

In conclusion, the XXIV" meeting of Representative Organizations
of Soldiers of the Visegrad Group States calls upon the stakeholders to
recognize, on the one hand, the role of the military personnel and, on the
other hand, the role of Representative Organizations of Soldiers in the
development of the Armed Forces.

The leaders of the representative organizations have also agreed that their
next — XXV meeting will be held by the Zvaz vojakov Slovenskej republiky
Chairmanship. As a sign of this approval, the undersigned representative
of the ZV SR took over the presidency symbol in the form of the mace.



The Joint Statement was written in English and four copies, one for each
of the abovementioned parties. All translations of that statement must be
identical in content and the same.

[\ 9
€db‘ OHY
%0 28

WO Istvan Bazsik LTC (res.) Roman Doba
_President of President of
Honvéd Erdekképviseleti Szervezet Svaz vojaku z povolani

Armédy Ceské republiky

COL (ret.) Peter Marchevka COL Krzysztof Jewgiejuk
President of President of
Zvéz vojakov Konwent Dziekanow
Slovenskej republiky Korpusu Oficerow Zawodowych

Hungary, Visegrad, 23" October 2024



