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Dear Mr. President, 

 

 

Union of Soldiers of the Slovak Republic, as a long-time member of EUROMIL, wants to 

contribute to commemorating the 50th anniversary of EUROMIL. At the same time, we want 

to apologize for not participating in these celebrations, which took place on September 13, 2022 

in Germany. 

 

Union of Soldiers of the Slovak Republic considers the the EUROMIL as European 

Organization of Military Associations and Military Trade Unions to be an important 

international platform for military rank-and-file organizations of European countries, whose 

mission is to promote professional and social interests, as well as the basic rights and freedoms 

of European soldiers. 

 

We perceive that during its half-century of existence, EUROMIL has gradually developed both 

in terms of its internal organizational structure and gradually expanded cooperation with the 

institutions of the UN, NATO and the EU, which influence as well as with cooperating non-

profit organizations that had and continue to influence the anchoring of the equal status of 

European soldiers as citizens and workers in uniform among other European citizens and 

workers. 

 

We also perceive that EUROMIL has a significant position with its activities among other 

international non-profit organizations that defend the rights and interests of other uniformed 

public service and civil service workers. 

 

The positive results of EUROMIL's participation in the enforcement of the basic rights and 

freedoms of soldiers in the form of lobbying, as well as in court proceedings of the European 

Court of Human Rights and in negotiations with the European Committee for Social Rights 

were the most convincing fact for the membership of other state-owned military organizations 

from individual European countries in this international status group. 

During its 29-year tenure in EUROMIL, the Union of Soldiers of the Slovak Republic not only 

closely followed the activities of the given organization, but also tried to actively participate in 

the implementation of the decisions of the EUROMIL bodies and in the formation of strategic 



and tactical procedures. Thanks to EUROMIL, we gained a lot of experience and knowledge 

from the position, mission and activities of individual members of EUROMIL, which we tried 

to apply in the conditions of the Slovak Republic. Thanks to the support of EUROMIL, our 

union has also achieved a significant position among rank-and-file organizations in relation to 

the Ministry of Defence and is perceived as a coordinating body of the aforementioned 

organizations in the field of enforcing the rights and freedoms of soldiers. 

 

The 125th meeting of the EUROMIL General Assembly, which took place in Trenčín, Slovakia 

in the spring of EUROMIL's jubilee year, we consider at the same time as an expression of trust 

and gratitude on the part of EUROMIL for the activity of our union for the benefit of EUROMIL 

and at the same time as in some way a gift to the 30th anniversary of our union. 

 

Mr. President and members of EUROMIL, it is indisputable that both jubilant organizations, 

EUROMIL and Union of Soldiers of the Slovak Republic, achieved a lot of positive results and 

experiences in individual fields of activity during the mentioned periods of their activity. 

However, this obliges us not to let up in our efforts to promote and protect the fundamental 

rights and freedoms of soldiers, because practice shows that any change in political power can 

be a threat to their reduction, despite the fact that more and more emphasis is placed on the 

greater participation of the armed forces in non-military operations caused mainly by climate 

change and pandemics. 

 

I would like to congratulate EUROMIL on behalf of the members of the Union of Soldiers of 

the Slovak Republic and also with my dear colleagues, vice-presidents, on the 50th anniversary 

of EUROMIL´s successful existence. We all together wish EUROMIL to have long time and 

successful life ahead.  

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Dipl. Eng. Peter VOJTEK Lt Gen. Ret.                         Dipl. Eng. Ján PAULECH  Col. Ret.   

             1st vice-president                                                           2nd vice-president 

                      

 

 

 

 

                               Dipl. Eng. Gabriel MERŇÁK Col. Ret.   

                                                      president 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


